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Difficulty of Defining Religion.

Thus we see that each definition of religion, as soon
as it is started, seems at once to provoke another
which meets it by a flat denial. There seem to be
almost as many definitions of religion as there are
religions in the world, and there is almost the same
hostility between those who maintain these different
definitions of religion as there is between the be-
lievers in different religions. What, then, is to be
done ? Is it really impossible to give a definition of
religion, that should be applicable to all that has ever
been called religion, or by some similar, name ? I
believe it is, and you will yourselves have perceived
the reason why it is so. Religion is something which
has passed, and is still passing through an historical
evolution, and all we can do is to follow it up to its
origin, and then to try to comprehend it in its later
historical developments.

Specific Characteristic of Keligion.

But though an adequate definition, or even an ex-
haustive description, of all that has ever been called
religion is impossible, what is possible is to give some
specific characteristic which distinguishes the objects
of religious consciousness from all other objects, and
at the same time distinguishes our consciousness, as
applied to religious objects, from our consciousness
when dealing with other objects supplied to it by
sense and reason.

Let it not be supposed, however, that there is a
separate consciousness for religion. There is but one